
Greetings Franklin Friends, 
 
Well another year has almost come  to an end. We 
had two great meets in the Midwest Region one in 
Minnesota and the other in Missouri and we had a 
lot of first timers came to those meets. I want to 
thank Linda and Dennis for the great job and I think 
I gained 20 lbs.  
Some of you might not think you have interesting 
things to do in your area but they are always inter-
esting to the rest of us who don’t see them every 
day and some of the owners of these collections 
have more fun than we do when we visit them.   
Planning a meet is not that hard and some wonder-
ful people have stepped up to host meets through 
2017.  Heck, even I had a part in hosting the Minne-
sota Meet but Susan & Eric Swenson did most of 
the planning. Thanks Guys. 
One of the highlights of this year was going to Bak-
ersfield California for the swap meet and getting to 
drive a car on the tour. Also going to the Webb’s 
Mini Meet and seeing all the Franklin people in 
Southern California.  Can’t wait to get back there!
The other, unfortunately, was at the same time as 
the Trek, is the New London to New Brighton An-
tique Car Run held in our back yard.  We need to 
get some more of the Franklin people to join us next 
year for the 30th  and it’s not going to conflict with 
the Trek.  Cinda and I did a lot of touring this sum-
mer with some of the other clubs we belong to and 
the summer has gone by way too fast.  Looking for-
ward to seeing all of you next June in Lincoln, NE 
and in Troy, Ohio for the Fall Meet, I know they 
will be “Great” meets. 
Till next June have a safe and Happy Holiday Sea-
son. 
 
Dean Dorholt (deandorholt @frontiernet.net 
Aura Vincit  
 

 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES, Fall 2015  

A) Call to Order by Dean Dorholt, President.   
Thank you to our hosts, Linda and Dennis Rad-
ford.    
B) Host Report:  Linda Radford gave a sum-
mary of attendance—35 people attended—11 
States were represented including MN, WI, IL, 
MO, NE, VA, TN, FL, LA, OH, and TN 
C) Recognition:   
      - First time attendees Phil Vicory and his son
-in-law Paul from Joplin, MO were “so excited 
to get here we forgot our car” 
      - Nine (9) Franklins were at the meet 
      - Jeff Hasslen with Bob Erickson, Richard 
and Kathryn Harry, and Gary Edwards drove 
their Franklin to the meet (NOTE:  Gary 
“drove” 2 Franklins to the meet) 
        - Jeff Hasslen drove his Franklin the fur-
thest at 540 miles followed closely by Richard 
Harry at 530 miles.  
        - Ralph and Karen Gack traveled the fur-
thest totally 1,344 miles from Florida to attend 
the meet. 
D)  Secretary’s Report:  We currently have 
118 Midwest Region members.  The newest 
member is Jim Danielson of Lincoln, NE who 
joined at the Trek.  We hear he is in the process 
of acquiring a Franklin. 
E) Treasurer’s Report:  Current balance is 
$1,298.52.  Expenses since our meet in June to-
taled $85.21 for printing and mailing the last  
Franklin Line.  Linda said she was going to have 
some money left over and asked what to do with 
it.  Lee Nelson made a motion that the money be 
turned over to the treasury.  Motion passed. 
F) Midwest Region News:   
     -Hazel Wade (Franklin Line Editor):  Loves 
to get stories and pictures; starting with the next 
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issue of the Franklin Line we will feature one  
vehicle. 
      -Roy Nelson (Midwest Region History): Contin-
ues to accumulate information on the history of the 
Midwest Region. 
G) Future Midwest Meets:  
      -Spring 2016 in Lincoln, NE on June 2, 3, and 4  
Hosted by John Moss and Jason Newby  
      -Fall 2016 in Troy, OH hosted by  Rand and  
Carolyn Patterson 
      -Spring 2017 in Kalamazoo, MI in conjunction 
with the Aircooled Gathering 
      -Fall 2017 in Manitowoc, WI by Doug Rohde 
H) HHFC Region Board Rep:  Jeff Hasslen re-
ported the meet that Jack and Mary Stang offered to 
host in LA will be a HHFC sanctioned meet.   Jack 
Stang reported it will be in Hammond , LA in April 
2017. 
I) The Franklin Collection:  Phil Weisenbarger  
reported that an original Franklin sign was purchased 
and will be on display at the Collection in Hickory 
Corners.  One of the cars from the Collection is go-
ing up for sale with a sealed bid.  Watch for more 
information in the ACN 
J) HHFC News:  Bill Eby, National Club Presi-
dent: 
     - Changing over responsibility to monitor the 
website to Megan Metro and Darla Metro   
     - Missy Brown and Andrew Sullivan, Trek co-
chairpersons, are ready to step down and are looking 
for someone to run the trek.  They will be available 
to consult and assist in the transition year.  
K) New Register:  The 2015 Register of Franklins 
and Membership Directory has been published.  Re-
member that when a Franklin is bought or sold, the 
past/current member lists the change on their HHFC 
renewal notice and email to Marlene Zimmerman 
(CA) to ensure that the future register updates are 
correct. 
L) Additional Announcements:   
     - Motion by Jim Wade to have Max on the roster 
of those attending the meet 
     - Glen and Janice Pykiet took their Franklin to 
Europe in 2008.  Glen shared some highlights from 
the trip with the group.  France and Switzerland were 
just two of the countries they visited.  Twenty-two 
classic cars and (1) Franklin made the trip.  
Thank you again to our hosts Linda and Dennis Rad-
ford for a great meet! 
 
Minutes taken by Cinda Dorholt in the absence of 
Joan Hasslen, Secretary/Treasurer 

2015 Midwest Fall Meet 
Hosted by Dennis and Linda Radford 

 
The Midwest Meet, September 16-19 in Clinton 
was a huge success even with the inclement 
weather.  If you were not there, you missed a 
great meet and a good time.  There were nine cars 
and 35 members present.  Members came from 
ten different states and as far away as Florida.  
Two Franklins were driven all the way from Min-
nesota, a nine hour trip.   
Day 1 
The Franklin family started arriving in the after-
noon (Wednesday).  Drinks, popcorn, and snacks 
were available in the lobby of the Hampton Inn.  
Everyone had gathered in the lobby waiting for 
late arrivals.  Jeff Hasslen with Joan #2 (Robert 
Erickson) and Richard and Kathryn Harry were 
the last ones to arrive driving their Franklins.  
Robert was introduced as Joan by Jeff upon arri-
val as Joan #1 was unable to attend! 
Day 2 
Three good museums were visited (Thursday).  
The first stop was Bucks Car Barn which is a con-
verted horse stable.  He has a very neat collection 
of memorabilia including cars from several differ-
ent manufacturers which included a 1915 Frank-
lin, Auto Car Taxi, a truck, electric car, American 
Underslung and a Dayton Reliable plus numerous 
other cars and memorabilia including antique toys 
and trains.  As you enter his barn you follow the 
yellow brick road painted on the floor to see his 
collection.  The next stop was the town square and 
the cars were parked in front of the court house 
where the cars were displayed during lunch at the 
Ben Franklin Bistro.  Many walked around the 
square while shopping.   There was a good crowd 
that stopped by to see the Franklins.  The two 
most asked questions was how fast will they go 
and who made Franklins.  We then drove to a re-
stored DX Gas Station/Soda Shop where ice 
cream and 6 oz. cokes in a glass bottle were 
served by Linda and Ally.  Dennis put on a DX 
work shirt and pretended to wash Franklin car 
windshields during the photo shoot at the gas 
pumps; price on the pumps was 29 cents. Then it 
was off to a BBQ restaurant called Sugar Foot in 
Osceola for supper. 
Day 3 
We toured the Henry County Museum (Friday) 
that consisted of 4 buildings.  It is a fully restored 
Anheuser-Busch distribution center and serves as 
the main building of the museum.  We ate a very 
good lunch there that was served by the ladies 
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2015 Midwest Fall Meet (Cont’d) 

of the museum.  We also held our Business Meeting 
at the museum.  Then it was on to Jim Raysik’s  
Downtown Desoto Car Museum.  He has approxi-
mately 40 cars on display plus numerous antiques.  
The entrance is set up as if it was a 1953 Desoto deal-
ership with two extremely low mileage original cars 
on display.  Then an unscheduled trip to Dennis Ray-
ford’s shed was requested by members where he is 
restoring a Franklin Model 151 5 passenger sedan.  
Then it was on to Charley’s.  Due to the inclement 
weather with rain and a tornado threat in the area, 
modern cars were driven to Charley’s Buffet.  People 
were told to stay close as we drove to Charley’s as 
cell phone service is poor to no service at all.  This is 
where our first complaint happened, a member stole a 
piece of pie right off of another members plate.  The 
other part of the story is the member requested that the 
pie be removed from his plate so he would have room 
to put Goose Berry Cobbler on his dinner plate.  Re-
member there are always two sides to every story.  
The buffet had only a thirty foot dessert bar! 
Day 4 
The last day (Saturday) started off with an unsched-
uled trip to the Radford farm to look at a Franklin 
Model 152 Linda had purchased along with horses, 
cows, and chickens.  Then it was off on a cruise to the 
winery for a tour and excellent lunch and wine tasting. 
The second complaint was everyone was going to have  
to go on a diet when they arrived home. 

9 Franklins at the Meet 
1923 Demi Sedan            Alan Finseth & Max 
1926 11A Sedan              Glen & Janice Pykiet 
1927 llB 4 Door Sedan    Jack & Mary Stang 
1928 12A Coupe              Gary Edwards 
1929 135 Victoria            Dennis & Linda Radford 
   Brougham 
1930 145 4 Door Sedan    Gary Edwards 
1931 153 Club Sedan       Richard & Kathryn Harry 
1932 16 Club Sedan         Jeff Hasslen 
1934 Pickup Rio/              Wes & Betty Scott 
   Franklin Engine 

Other Attendees were: 
Jim Danielson (1st time)         Bill & Geri Eby 
Ralph & Karen Gack               Gloria Rittenberry 
Lee & Nancy Nelson               Robert Erickson 
Joey & Debbie Quebedeaux    Roy Nelson   
Jim & Hazel Wade               Phil & Pam Weisenbarger 
Jim & Ally Edwards                Phil Vicory  
Dean & Cinda Dorholt             Paul Zuraw 
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HHFC Midwest Region 
C/O Hazel Wade 
25 N. 31st Street 
Belleville, IL  62226 
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1934 Franklin “Speed Wagon” brought to the Fall 

Midwest Region Meet by Wes and Betty Scott.  Read 

the complete story in the forthcoming Air Cooled 

News. 

Pictures below shows Glen and Janice 

Pykiet and Franklin Car that went to 

Europe. 
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